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Sometimes the dif-
ference between a
good trip and an
amazing one comes
down to one thing:
the hotel. And
nothing stirs up as
much heated de-
hate in the Condé
Nast Traveler of-
fices as the hotels
We're passionate
about. So this vear,
we're doing some-
thing different with
our annual Gold
List by opening up
our black books
(which span six
continents and 37
countries) to share
the little {and not
so little) details
that excite us, move
us, and keep us go-
ing back for more,
The hotels listed
here are already
established win-
ners of the luxury
game, so what
we're calling out
are those micro-in-
gredients that say
everything about a
hotel's ethos—the
way it feels to sit
on your terrace-on-
stilts at Strawberry
Hill, in Jamaica,
and be ahle to
pluck vour morn-
ing mango directly
from a branch, or
the oh-so-subtle
but sumptuous
hand embroidery
of your initials on
the pillowcases at
the Belmond Villa
San Michele in
Florence. Consider
this our collective
response to the pe-
rennial question
we get as travel ed-
itors: “What are
your favorite ho-
| tels in the world?"
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and vou can spend

Jong the coast

or into San Diego to explore. Over on

the Easi

‘oast, Rhode Island’s Watch

1i:1f Inn has a stable of Mercedes
Ticles for touring, <J. WL

Views from
the Top

The rooms facing the
iconic Gateway Arch at
the Four Seasons 5t
Lonis are epic, =M, H,

The best way 1o take
nwews in Big Sur,
whiera redwoods maeet
the ocean, is from the
newly renavated Pacif-

I House rooms at the
ventana Inn & Spa,
Ihe Japanese-inspired
decor, fireplaces, and
nat tubs are just the
right nod fo luxe at this

unapologetically hippie-

chic property. =R G,

There's probably

d nompound German
word lor the fealing
f0u gel standing by the
NGO | YOUr room
4t the Rotel Santa Ca-
terina on the Amalfi
LLoast, ONEFIDDKING ter-
FAced eman gr-:u-.-i;:.
and the Mediterranean

Dreams
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ing Mai's Dhara
Dhavi, | woke wp to soft
pipe music, Being a
curious cal, | bagan
Iooking far the sourca
of the sweet sound,
only 1o find amanon a
water buffalo playing
a Ihai fiute below
my cosartial suire's
balcony, =L Y.

(ihe hatel clings to

d chff above the sea),
The English word i=
Dliss, —P B.

The balcony rooms

in the back of Istanbul’s
Georges Hotel Galata
aro high on a hill, witk
vast views from A
across the Bosphorus
to Topkaps Palace

and all the way [ the
Golden Horn, —5. 0.

Rooms at the Hatel
Vitale in San Francizco
nave dramatic views

of the Bay Bridge's
rdghitime lght instalia-
teon, IU's like seeing a
modern art show from
your room. =4, W.

The snowcapoed fir
trees and purphe-pink
Calomites Deyond

the floor-1o-celng win-
dows af the rooms ar
the Vigilius Mountain
Resort, outside Lana in
italy's South Tyrol, are
aur ot a fairy take, =0, C.

ot on Mownt Tauro
and abutting an ancient

E:' East, Paris

Fodlow the Pansians'
iead to La Bauhinia a
the Shangri-La for the
City s Dest dim sum
Lwith & French twisnh
The dishes are delicate
and gleficious. =, ¥,

Tuntimn

High tea at the nine-
leenth-century Bal-
mand Mount Nelson
in Cape Town is a
must. 15 a civikzed
0ases in the center
of the city, ~M. H.

Amantaka, in L uang
Prabang, Laos,
SEWRS A INg spread
In the library: homse-
mace cakes, cook
ies, amnd. best of all
Ged bael-fruit 1ea,
wihich is honey-ish
with a dsstingt tropi-
cal flavar. =i Y.

Amanfayun, in
Hangzhou, China, is
ina small tea village,
£0 naturally the in
room tea = divine
It comes in loose
leavies, which you
Can [ake home inen
VESODRS And savor
for weeks. =H. Y.

Greek theatar, the
Belmond Grand Hotel
Timeo, in Taormina.
sicily {our cover sub-
|ect this month), proba
by has the most dra
matlc prospact on the
Esland, loking ot over
Modint Etna and the
Bay of Taormina. =Y. E.

at the Mauna Kea
Beach Hotel's restau-
rant, yous sit high above
the waber and, at
dineear, watch mantas
SWoopdng m to feed
under the spotlights.
=M, 5.




